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Introduction
Helios Renewable Energy Project consists of a solar farm with battery energy 
storage system (BESS) and associated infrastructure on land to the west of the 
village of Camblesforth and to the north of the village of Hirst Courtney in North 
Yorkshire.

The connection point to the national grid is at National Grid Drax Substation.





Key Points

Renewable Energy: The Helios Renewable Energy Project will make a 
significant contribution towards the UK Government’s legally binding target 
of reaching net zero carbon emissions by 2050.

Public Access: The scheme will be designed around existing public rights of 

way which will remain accessible during construction and operation. We 

have also identified opportunities to improve connectivity in the local area 

through the inclusion of a permissive footpath to link Camblesforth and 

Carlton.

Planting Proposals: Following feedback from the local community and 

review from our technical team we have identified areas of planting within 

the scheme which is designed to screen the development, minimise visual 

impact for the nearest residential properties and reinforce existing 

vegetation.

Soils: The project would represent a 40-year period in which the land can 

‘rest’ and be maintained in accordance with a site-specific soil 

management plan to increase soil organic matter.



The Benefits



The proposal provides significant opportunities for wildlife 
through new biodiversity and habitat improvement areas and 
the enhancement of biological corridors throughout the site 
as a result of grassland creation, tree planting and new 
hedgerows.

The proposed creation of diverse grasslands, tree planting 
and hedgerow planting will create new habitat opportunities 
for breeding, foraging and overwintering as well as refuge, 
for a range of species including birds, bats, amphibians, 
reptiles and invertebrates. These interventions will have the 
additional benefit of improving biological connectivity 
throughout the site. The proposed plans will therefore 
deliver a Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

Biodiversity



Access

Proposed route access from 

Junction 36 of the M62, via the 

A645, and then the A1041. 

The anticipated average number 

of HGV deliveries would be 36 

per day (18 arrivals and 18 

departures) across the 12 month

construction period. 

The suitability of these routes 

will be confirmed by detailed on-

site assessment and traffic 

surveys and agreed with North 

Yorkshire Council and National 

Highways. 



Local jobs and investment – we are committed to using local 

labour and contractors wherever we can throughout the 

construction and ongoing operational life of the project. 

Maintenance and enhancement of footpaths throughout the 

site as well as identified additional permissive footpaths to 

improve connectivity in the local area. 

Community Benefit Contribution – A contribution to a 

community benefit fund is being considered to assist with 

local schemes, initiatives, and worthy causes. 

Potential biodiversity enhancements including 

reinforcement of existing hedgerows and the planting of 

new hedgerows, native grasses and wildflowers within and 

adjacent to the solar farm itself. 

Community Benefit



Process

As the proposed development is for electricity 
generation of more than 50MW, it will be 
classed as a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project(NSIP).

We are currently undertaking statutory 
consultation on the proposals, which runs until 
7 December 2023.

All documents and consultation materials are 
available to view online on the project 
website: www.helios-renewable-energy-

project.co.uk 

http://www.helios-renewable-energy-project.co.uk/
http://www.helios-renewable-energy-project.co.uk/


Statutory Consultation taking place between 

26 October and 7 December 2023:

- Project website (www.helios-renewable-

energy-project.co.uk). 

- Newsletter issued to local residents (within 

2km radius of the site).

- Virtual consultation live throughout the 

process.

- In-person consultation events: 

Camblesforth Hall

Wednesday 8th November 2023, 2pm to 7pm

Carlton Village Hall

Thursday 9th November 2023, 12pm to 

5:30pm

Consultation

http://www.helios-renewable-energy-project.co.uk/
http://www.helios-renewable-energy-project.co.uk/
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